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pattern recognition 101: the 

importance of identifying trends



• over 15 years of fragrance / flavor experience

• trend forecaster identify and analyze lifestyle trends

• look for inspiration across industries and markets for

new product development

• enjoy creative process and engage all of your senses

intro to trendincite



pattern 

recognition 101



• common themes across industries 
– color
– tactile/texture
– technology
– travel
– climate/seasonal
– fun
– individual/personal

connections 



color & fragrance wheel

Similar to the Color Wheel?

… Similar Language Different Media



feminine florals inspiration
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fragrance follows fashion



fancy footwork



about face



what is this?

perfume bottle or liqueur?



what is this?

fragrance or 

purse?



what is this?

wine 

or soap?



what is this?

mascara or 

hair care product?



pattern 

recognition 101



how do you recognize a pattern?

• intuition 

• observation

– look for similarities & differences

– look for triggers 

• go beyond job scope

– trends trickle down, up or concurrently



• experiences 
– cultural events
– entertainment
– services
– consumer packaged goods
– fragrance/flavors
– fashion
– architecture & design
– travel

where to look?



summary

“To understand is to perceive patterns.” - Isaiah Berlin 
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Sign up for Tidbits, a free bi-monthly newsletter 

http://www.trendincite.com/newsletter.html

Perfumer & Flavorist, Forward Thinking column

http://www.trendincite.com/press.html


